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TEConomy and NSCEB insights:
•The NSCEB 2025 report calls for “urgent investment in biotechnology 
workforce and education,” warning the U.S. risks falling behind China in 
biotech leadership.
•Federal priorities are converging around biomanufacturing, AI, clean 
energy, and health security — all of which align with South Dakota’s 
strengths.
•New or expanding programs include:

•NSF TIP Initiatives/ Private & Public Partnerships
•DOE/DOD Biomanufacturing & Alternative Products
•BioMADE and NIIMBL workforce expansions
•Continued SBA FAST and SBIR/STTR funding emphasis on inclusive 
innovation and rural entrepreneurship
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State Bioeconomy Snapshot:
Bioeconomy Impact Modeling Report:
•Over $4.4B economic impact from biotech and bio-based industries
•Growth across agtech, health sciences, digital health, and 
biomanufacturing
•Innovation and Education are converging

https://sdepscor.org/sd-science-technology-plan/

The plan’s top goal is to strengthen South Dakota’s 
competitiveness in science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) fields through targeted education and 
workforce programs. Strengthening commercialization 
opportunities.
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Intake & Training

Customer Discovery

Business Plan 
Implementation
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Business basics, commercialization 
strategy, and SBIR/STTR introduction and 
coaching — open to all SD entrepreneurs 
and students, delivered in-person and 
online.

Applicants awarded up to a $1,500 grant to 
support market verification and supplement NSF I-
CORPS training.

Applicants awarded up to a $10,000 grant to 
complete preliminary studies to increase 
competitiveness in SBIR/STTR submissions and 
other future funding opportunities.
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The Business Implementation Funding from FAST 
Launch Program enabled our company to develop 
some of the core components of a cloud-based 
radiation simulation platform, positioning us closer to 
the stage of receiving large external fund. – Jing Liu, 
ARTS LLC

FAST PROGRAM OVERVIEW
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Opportunities & Next Steps
How Students and Faculty Can Engage
•Join industry networks, online and in person.
•Partner with innovation opportunities, consider 
opportunities for team building
•Internships and collaborations with industry 
partners or startup communities. Emerging 
opportunities in biomanufacturing, digital health, 
and ag-bio tech.
•Skill adaptation to changing technologies

A Call to Action:
Encourage attending regional networking events, pitch events, and 
innovation expos. Building connections online and in person.



Growth through curiosity, resilience, and community.

Let’s stay Connected!  Reach me at kara@sdbio.org

https://www.sdbio.org/https://www.linkedin.c
om/company/south-
dakota-biotech


